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This  is  the  96th  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority. 

The  Permanent  Constitution  of  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority 
defines  the  limits  of  the  Port  for  health  purposes  as  coincident  with  the 
limits  laid  down  by  H.M.  Customs.  The  boundaries  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool 
are  laid  down  in  “  The  Appointment  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool  Order,  1956 

SECTION  I  STAFF 

There  have  been  several  changes  of  staff  during  the  year. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Conroy,  who  had  been  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer  for  three 
years,  left  on  the  30th  April. 

Dr.  D.  M.  O.  Lowry,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  City  of  Liverpool,  left  on 
the  31st  August,  and  Dr.  C.  F.  W.  Fairfax,  Principal  Medical  Officer  (Epidemi¬ 
ology),  City  of  Liverpool,  left  on  the  31st  December.  Both  these  doctors  had 
been  part-time  Boarding  Medical  Officers  which  left  the  Port  Boarding  staff 
seriously  depleted. 

In  view  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  permanent  medical  staff,  it  was 
not  possible  to  maintain  a  rota  for  night  and  week-end  boarding  duties,  and 
as  it  was  unlikely  that  replacements  would  be  available  for  some  time,  it  was 
decided  to  appoint  Locum  Tenens  Boarding  Medical  Officers,  in  order  to 
maintain  a  rota  of  five  doctors,  each  on  duty  one  week  in  five.  This  system 
has  operated  since  July,  during  which  period  the  rota  of  five  has  been  Dr. 
Cutcliffe,  Dr.  Fairfax  and  three  doctors  on  a  Locum  Tenens  basis. 
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Mr.  E.  M.  Dutton,  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector,  retired  on  30th  April 
after  20  years’  service  with  this  Authority,  including  two  years  as  Chief 
Inspector.  Inspector  A.  C.  Gladdish  also  retired  on  28th  June,  after  37  years’ 
service. 

Mr.  J.  G.  McCoy  was  promoted  to  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector  and  Mr. 
G.  A.  Williams  to  Deputy  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector,  on  1st  May. 

Two  new  inspectors  were  appointed,  Mr.  H.  P.  Bird  on  1st  June,  and  Mr. 
J.  S.  Winstanley  on  1st  August. 


SECTION  II 

TABLE  B 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


Number 

nspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having,  or 
having  had  during  the 
voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

By 

Medical 

Officers 

By  Port 
Health 
Inspectors 

Foreign  Ports... 

5,541 

14,756,719 

34 

5,103 

54 

Coastwise 

4,594 

4,338,922 

— 

289 

— 

Total 

10,135 

19,095,641 

34 

5,392 

54 

(349  vessels  were  granted  radio  clearance  by  medical  officers). 


SECTION  III 

TABLE  C 

CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


PASSENGER  TRAFFIC 


No.  of  passengers 

No.  of  passengers 

INWARDS 

OUTWARDS 

164,872 

170,392 

(These  figures  do  not  include  traffic  between  Liverpool  and  Northern  Ireland.) 
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CARGO  TRAFFIC 


Principal  Imports 

Flour,  grain,  etc.,  sugar,  molasses,  etc., 
wood,  fruit  and  vegetables,  cotton,  ores 
and  scraps,  meat,  feeding  stuffs  for 
animals,  tea,  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  etc., 
cocoa,  seeds  or  nuts  for  expressing  oils, 
copper,  coal,  oils,  fats,  resins  and  gums, 
hemp,  jute,  sisal,  etc.,  hides  and  skins, 
tobacco,  rubber. 


Principal  Exports 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures,  chemicals 
and  sodas,  salt,  machinery,  pottery,  glass 
and  glassware,  sugar,  molasses,  etc.,  flour, 
grain,  etc.,  copper,  brass,  tin,  etc.,  soap 
and  oils,  etc.,  ale,  beer,  wine,  spirits,  etc., 
cement,  electrical  goods,  etc.,  paper  card¬ 
board,  etc.,  vehicles,  aircraft,  motor  cars, 
locomotives,  etc.,  bricks,  cutlery,  hard¬ 
ware,  etc.,  fine  goods. 


Ships  arrive  in  Liverpool  from  ports  all  over  the  world. 


SECTION  IV 

INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

The  number  of  barges  plying  in  and  about  the  Port  of  Liverpool  is 
approximately  100  representing  an  estimated  total  of  12,000  tons. 

CANAL  BOATS  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  PART  X) 


Number  of  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  boats  with  contraventions  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  contraventions  corrected  .. .  ...  ...  1 


Only  a  few  of  these  boats  are  used  as  dwellings,  and  the  number  appears  to 
be  steadily  decreasing. 


SECTION  V 
WATER  SUPPLY 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  water  supply  for  either  the 
seaport  or  the  airport. 

A  constant  check  is  kept  by  the  port  health  inspectors  on  the  cleanliness 
and  condition  of  ships’  drinking  water  and  excellent  co-operation  is  main¬ 
tained  with  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Periodic  routine  samples  of  water  are  taken  from  ships  entering  the  port 
and  samples  are  also  taken  on  request,  or  where  there  is  a  suspicion  of 
contamination. 
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During  the  year  149  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  36  vessels,  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination:  26  samples  were  considered  to 
be  unsatisfactory,  and  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  a  clean  water  supply. 

There  are  no  water  boats  in  use  on  the  River  Mersey  but  several  tug  boats 
are  equipped  to  carry  fresh  water,  from  which  49  of  the  above  samples  were 
taken. 


SECTION  VI 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1966. 

RADIO  PRATIQUE 

On  1st  January  a  new  method  was  instituted  by  this  Authority  whereby 
medical  clearance  was  given  to  ships  by  radio. 

Previously  all  vessels  arriving  in  the  Port  which  had  called  during  the 
previous  four  weeks  at  any  of  the  “  infected  ports  ”  without  subsequent 
clearance  at  a  United  Kingdom  port,  or  had  any  infectious  sickness  to  report, 
were  required  to  send  a  radio  signal  to  this  Authority  prior  to  arrival.  On 
arrival  in  the  Port  such  vessels  were  boarded  by  a  medical  officer  usually  in 
the  River,  or  otherwise  at  the  Dock. 

Boarding  in  the  River  required  the  hire  of  tugs  since  the  joint  fire-boat 
and  Port  Health  tender  William  Gregson  went  out  of  operation  in  1963. 

When  the  boarding  medical  officer  was  satisfied  with  the  state  of  health 
in  the  vessel  he  signed  a  certificate  requesting  the  customs  officer  to  issue 
pratique. 

Under  the  new  method,  Masters  of  vessels  must  send  a  radio  signal  as 
above,  but  on  receipt  of  the  signal  the  duty  medical  officer  will  send  a 
message  back  to  the  ship  by  the  Mersey  Radio  Station.  If  he  is  satisfied  that 
the  vessel  is  clear  of  infectious  disease  the  message  will  be  “  Medical  state 
appears  satisfactory.  Will  inform  H.M.  Customs  who  will  grant  pratique  ”. 
If  he  is  not  satisfied,  the  message  will  be  “  Medical  clearance  refused.  Medical 
Officer  will  board  you  on  arrival  If  the  first  reply  is  sent  the  duty  medical 
officer  then  telephones  H.M.  Customs  to  inform  them  that  medical  clearance 
has  been  given  and  he  will  not  therefore  board  the  vessel. 

All  vessels  cleared  by  radio  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking 
by  a  Port  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  VII 
SMALLPOX 

Smallpox  consultants  available  are: — 

Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Health  Department,  Hatton  Garden, 
Liverpool  3. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Hobday,  43  U I  let  Road,  Liverpool  17. 

Professor  A.  W.  Downic,  “  Cenna  ”,  College  Close,  Liverpool  Road, 
Birkdale,  Lancs. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Christie,  Fazakerley  Hospital,  Longmoor  Lane,  Liverpool  9. 

Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  available  in  the  Liver¬ 
pool  University  Bacteriological  Department. 

VACCINATION 

Masters  of  all  ships  arriving  from  infected  ports  or  ports  in  Africa,  Asia 
and  the  Americas  (excluding  U.S.A.  and  Canada),  were  asked  to  submit  a 
list  of  the  dates  of  vaccination  of  all  persons  on  board. 

1,124  such  vessels  were  visited  and  1,003  lists  of  crew,  passengers  and 
dates  of  vaccination,  were  received  on  arrival.  When  such  lists  were  not 
available,  if  possible,  vaccination  certificates  were  checked  on  board,  and 
arrangements  made  for  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  as  necessary. 

SECTION  VIII 
VENEREAL  DISEASE 

90  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  50  ships  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Wherever  possible  cases  were  referred  for  clinic  treatment. 

Small  cards  showing  the  location  of  treatment  centres  and  times  of 
consultations  are  issued  where  appropriate. 

SECTION  IX 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  SHIPS 

No  cases  of  Cholera,  Plague,  Smallpox,  Typhus,  Yellow  Fever  or  Relapsing 
Fever  occurred  in  the  Port  during  1968, 
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TABLE  D 

The  number  of  eases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels  arriving  at 
Liverpool  and  those  occurring  in  Liverpool-bound  ships  which  were  dis¬ 
posed  of  before  arrival,  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS 
DURING  1968 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Quarantinable  Diseases 

Cholera  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  ...  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Chickenpox 

— 

4 

4 

Gascro-enteritis  ... 

2 

2 

4 

German  Measles 

2 

1 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

7 

8 

Malaria 

— 

5 

5 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

Pyrexia 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis 

— 

7 

6 

Totals 

5 

30 

33 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  IN  VESSELS  DURING  THE  VOYAGE 
BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL.  YEAR  1968 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Quarantinable  Diseases 

Cholera  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Replapsing  Fever 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Chickenpox 

— 

7 

6 

German  Measles  ...  ...  . 

1 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ...  . 

— 

7 

4 

Influenza  ... 

— 

2 

1 

Malaria 

— 

4 

2 

Measles . 

3 

— 

1 

Mumps  ...  . 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Pyrexia 

— 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis  . 

— 

2 

2 

Totals  . 

4 

28 

21 

CASES  LANDED  FROM  COASTWISE  VESSELS 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

— 

— 

— 
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SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING 

On  23rd  October  the  manager  of  a  dock  canteen  in  Birkenhead  reported 
that  a  number  of  people  who  had  eaten  a  meal  at  the  canteen  had  later 
complained  of  stomach  pains  and  diarrhoea.  The  meal  was  eaten  at  mid-day 
on  the  22nd  and  the  symptoms  appeared  about  14  hours  later.  None  of  the 
food  which  had  been  served  was  left  over. 

The  canteen  was  inspected  by  a  port  health  inspector  who  found  it  to  be 
apparently  clean  and  in  good  order  and  condition  and  staff  clean  and  in 
good  health. 

Enquiries  were  made  concerning  food  eaten  and  suppliers,  and  samples  of 
food  and  swabs,  taken  from  the  food  preparation  surfaces  and  equipment, 
were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  A  growth  of  Cl.  Welchii  was 
found  to  be  present  in  three  of  the  ten  swabs  taken  from  kitchen  equipment 
and  a  thorough  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  kitchen  and  utensils  was 
carried  out.  Further  swabs  were  then  taken  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Excellent  co-operation  was  maintained  throughout  with  the  Birkenhead 
Public  Health  Department  who  arranged  for  specimens  of  faeces  to  be 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  proved  negative.  No  further 
sickness  was  reported. 

SUSPECTED  SCRUB  TYPHUS  FEVER 

On  8th  August  the  m.v.  Denizii  arrived  from  Rotterdam  having  loaded 
cargo  in  Turkey  for  ports  in  N.W.  Europe.  The  vessel  was  visited  on  the 
same  day  and  the  Master  reported  that  there  had  been  no  sickness  during 
the  voyage.  The  ship  was  inspected  and  no  rat  infestation  or  defects  found. 

On  20th  August  a  report  was  received  that  a  seaman  from  this  ship  had  a 
“  fever  ”  and  had  been  admitted  to  hospital.  It  was  ascertained  that  the 
seaman  joined  the  vessel  at  Mersin  on  13th  July. 

He  was  admitted  to  Bootle  General  Hospital  and  reported  to  be  suffering 
from  suspected  scrub  typhus  fever. 

All  accommodation  was  searched  for  evidence  of  rodents,  with  negative 
results.  His  bedding  was  removed  for  steam  disinfection  and  the  cabin 
cleansed  throughout.  The  patient  was  later  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
syphilis  and  transferred  to  Newsham  General  Hospital  from  Bootle  General 
Hospital.  He  was  discharged  on  29th  August. 
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SUSPECTED  SMALLPOX 

On  20th  September  the  m.v.  River  Benue  arrived  from  Lagos  via  Las 
Palmas.  A  member  of  the  crew  was  examined  on  board  on  the  vessel’s  arrival 
and  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  “  dry  scaling  rash  ”  which  was  later  diag¬ 
nosed  as  “  suspected  chickenpox  The  patient  was  removed  to  Newsham 
General  Hospital  where  the  case  was  considered  as  "possible  smallpox". 
Later  the  case  was  confirmed  as  chickenpox  and  the  patient  was  removed 
to  Fazakerley  Hospital.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  by  the  port  health 
staff  and  no  further  cases  of  illness  were  reported. 

SUSPECTED  ANTHRAX 

On  20th  September  Bootle  Public  Health  Department  reported  that  a 
dock  worker  had  been  sent  to  Bootle  General  Hospital  and  later  referred  to 
Fazakerley  Hospital  as  a  suspected  case  of  “  anthrax  Swabs  were  taken 
but  the  patient  was  not  detained.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  patient  had 
been  employed  at  the  North  Sandon  Dock  on  3rd  and  4th  September 
handling  wet  hides.  A  warning  notice  concerning  anthrax  was  found  posted 
inside  the  dock  shed,  and  adequate  washing  facilities  and  protective  gloves 
were  available.  Most  of  the  hides  had  been  removed  and  continuous  cleans¬ 
ing  was  being  carried  out  as  the  hides  were  removed.  No  other  workers 
were  affected.  It  was  later  reported  that  the  patient  was  not  suffering  from 
anthrax. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

On  21st  September  the  m.v.  Indian  Tradition  arrived  from  Calcutta 
and  Bombay  via  Las  Palmas.  A  seaman  reported  sick  on  25th  September  and 
was  seen  by  the  Company’s  doctor  who  arranged  for  him  to  be  x-rayed. 
It  was  confirmed  that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  he  was  removed  to  Aintree  Hospital  on  27th  September. 

The  ship’s  crew  were  then  sent  for  x-ray  and  it  was  reported  on  30th 
September  that  a  second  member  of  the  crew  was  found  to  be  positive  and 
he  was  also  removed  to  Aintree  Hospital. 

Two  suspected  cases  were  found  on  investigation  to  have  old  lesions  which 
were  negative  and  they  were  allowed  to  return  to  the  ship. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  by  the  port  health  staff  and  no  further  cases 
were  reported. 
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DISINFECTION 

During  the  year  23  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  were  carried  out 
by  officers  of  this  Authority.  Infected  bed  and  bedding  was  removed  by  the 
City  staff  for  steam  disinfection. 

SECTION  X 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF 
MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

Nine  cases  of  malaria  or  suspected  malarial  fever  in  seven  ships  were 
notified.  Five  cases  were  landed  in  Liverpool,  of  which  three  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Four  cases  had  recovered  on  arrival. 

SECTION  XI 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED 
WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

No  rodent  plague  was  discovered  either  in  ships  or  ashore. 

SECTION  XII 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS 
FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

The  Port  is  divided  into  districts  and  a  port  health  inspector,  a  rat- 
searcher  and  a  rat-catcher  are  allotted  to  each  district.  The  rat-searcher 
looks  for  evidence  of  rats  and  detects  rat  harbourages  and  the  rat-catcher 
deals  with  any  infestation  found,  and  in  addition  obtains  samples  of  the  rat 
population  for  bacteriological  examination.  Special  precautions  are  taken 
in  or  near  ships  trading  with  plague-infected  ports.  Each  rodent  operative 
is  given  specific  tasks  daily  to  be  carried  out  at  set  times,  and  the  work  is 
checked  by  a  senior  inspector. 

RATGUARDS 

Foreign-going  ships,  whether  arriving  from  abroad,  or  proceeding  coast¬ 
wise  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  arrival  by  a  port  health  inspector, 
and  advised  to  fit  ratguards  on  all  moorings. 

1.  Procedure  for  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Rats 

(a)  Enquiries  and  inspection  by  port  health  inspectors. 
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(fc>)  Routine  searching  by  rat-searchers  who  search  ships  on  arrival,  and 
also  make  periodic  revisits  during  the  discharge  of  cargo.  Coastal  shipping 
and  harbour  craft  arc  searched  periodically. 

(c)  When  application  is  made  for  a  deratting  or  deratting  exemption 
certificate  the  ship,  when  empty,  is  searched  throughout. 

(d)  Immediate  investigation  is  undertaken  when  reports  of  infestation 
are  received  from  shipowners,  agents,  ship  masters  and  officers,  dock- 
workers  or  privately  employed  rat-catchers. 

?.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examina¬ 
tion  of  rodents  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague 

Any  rats  suspected  of  being  plague  infected,  or  any  rats  found  dead 
without  visible  marks  of  violence  are  dipped  in  paraffin,  labelled  and  taken 
immediately  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Foreign-going  ships  entering  the  port  are  visited  by  a  port  health  inspector 
and  a  rodent  operative  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking.  Traps  are  set  in  all 
ships  from  plague-infected  ports  and  also  in  other  foreign-going  ships  where 
rat  evidence  is  detected  or  reported. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  districts  for  deratting  ships,  tlie  methods 
used,  and  if  done  by  a  commercial  contract,  the  name  of  the 
contractor 

Agents  or  owners  of  ships  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  are,  in  their  own 
interests,  advised  to  take  appropriate  action,  even  if  the  ship  holds  a  valid 
international  deratting  or  deratting  exemption  certificate,  or  rodent  control 
certificate. 

Many  of  the  larger  shipping  companies  employ  rodent  operatives  under 
private  contract,  whilst  others  employ  rodent  exterminators  as  required. 

Deratting  in  ships 

(a)  Routine  trapping  by  port  health  rodent  operatives. 

(b)  Trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  rodent  operatives,  employed  by  ship¬ 
owners  or  agents. 

(c)  Fumigation  with  hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  or  sulphur  dioxide. 

Principal  Contractors 

The  principal  contractors  carrying  out  rodent  exterminations  and 
fumigations  in  the  port,  approved  by  the  Port  Health  Authority  are: 
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(cj)  Rat-catching  Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Company. 

A.  Sewell. 

( b )  Fumigations  Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Company. 

Deratting  on  dock  premises 

(a)  Routine  trapping  and  poisoning  by  port  health  rodent  operatives. 

( b )  Routine  trapping  and  poisoning  by  rodent  operatives  employed  by 
the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

(c)  Trapping  and  poisoning  by  private  contractors  employed  by  shipping 
companies  and  warehouse  owners. 

4.  Rat  Proofing 

When  temporary  or  permanent  harbourage  is  discovered  in  ships,  the 
master  and  the  owners  (or  agents),  are  informed  and  advised  how  to 
eliminate  it.  Before  a  deratting  or  deratting  exemption  certificate  is  issued, 
an  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  a  ship  is  made  reasonably  rat  proof.  Any 
rat  harbourage  present  is  entered  on  the  certificate.  Temporary  harbourage 
consisting  of  accumulations  of  dunnage,  wood,  cargo  mats  and  stores  of  all 
kinds,  is  very  prevalent  and  receives  constant  attention. 

TABLE  E 

RATS  DESTROYED 


Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  1963  in  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats 

Brown  Rats 

Species  not  known  ... 
Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 

87 

22 

Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  1963  in  Docks,  Quays, 
Wharves  and  Warehouses 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats  . 

Brown  Rats 

Species  not  known 

Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 

519 

390 

120 

13 


Number  of  mice  destroyed  in  vessels  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Number  of  mice  destroyed  on  quays  ...  ...  ...  650 

Number  of  mice  examined  from  vessels  and  quays .  69 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2,073  rats  and  38  mice  were  caught  and 

destroyed  by  the  Dock  Board  rat-catchers  and  private  agencies. 


Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat-Catchers  ...  ...  ...  4,110 

Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat-Searchers  4,983 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Inspectors  ...  2,378 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat-Catchers  ...  19,446 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat-Searchers  ...  2,018 


TABLE  F 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  During 

the  Year  1968 


Number  of  Deratting  Certificates 
issued  after  Fumigation  with 

After 

T  rapping, 
Poisoning, 
etc. 

Total 

No.  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certificates 
issued 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

H.C.N. 

Sulphur 

H.C.N. 

and 

Sulphur 

4 

11 

— 

— 

15 

575 

590 

During  the  year  20  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  to  coastwise  vessels. 


SECTION  XIII 

INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 

Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances  has  continued  to  be  carefully  carried  out, 
and  in  general  the  condition  and  maintenance  of  crew  accommodation  and 
standard  of  food  hygiene  in  catering  spaces  was  found  to  be  good. 

A  general  improvement  in  standards  of  accommodation  and  catering 
facilities  is  again  apparent,  and  has  resulted  in  few  defects  of  a  structural 
nature  being  detected.  The  increasing  use  of  cafeteria  systems  has  helped  to 
inprove  food  hygiene  in  many  ships,  as  has  the  wider  use  of  laminated  plastics 
throughout  the  accommodation. 

The  number  of  cockroach  infestations  in  catering  spaces  and  accom¬ 
modation  continues  at  a  similar  level  to  last  year.  That  this  should  be  so, 
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despite  modern  disinfestation  techniques  used  by  ships  personnel,  and 
disinfestation  companies,  the  latter  often  on  a  contractual  basis,  shows  that 
constant  vigilance  is  still  needed  in  this  field. 

Despite  the  quicker  turn  round  in  port  of  ships  carrying  bulk  cargoes  or 
containers,  most  defects  were  dealt  with  before  the  vessels  sailed.  Whenever 
it  has  not  been  practicable  to  abate  a  nuisance  during  the  vessels  stay,  and  the 
ship  is  proceeding  to  another  British  port,  notification  has  been  sent  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  port  concerned. 

TABLE  G 

INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 
Year  1968 


Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections 

Notices  Served 

Result  of 
Serving 
Notices 

Statutory 

Ocher 

Notices 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Dircy  Crew  Quarters  ... 

none 

4 

4 

Nuisances 

Remedied 

Verminous  Quarters  ... 

— 

* » 

689 

656 

• » 

Dirty  Washhouses  or  W.C.’s 

— 

*  * 

4 

4 

* » 

Foul  Water  Tanks 

— 

*  * 

1 

1 

* » 

Foul  Bilges 

— 

» » 

— 

— 

* » 

Foul  or  Choked  W.C.’s 

— 

•  i 

7 

7 

1 1 

Accumulations  of  offensive  refuse 

— 

* » 

8 

8 

» » 

Dirty  Pantries  and  Galleys 

— 

» i 

59 

59 

»» 

Dirty  Storerooms  . 

— 

12 

12 

» » 

Leaky  Deckheads 

— 

» * 

— 

— 

» » 

Defective  Heating  System 

— 

i  > 

— 

— 

»» 

Defective  Bulkheads  ... 

— 

» » 

— 

— 

1 » 

Defective  Portlights,  Skylights,  etc.  ... 

— 

» * 

— 

— 

t » 

Defective  or  Inadequate  Ventilation... 

— 

» » 

— 

— 

t  * 

Defective  Deck  Covering 

— 

» ? 

2 

2 

I  * 

Gear  Stowed  in  Crew’s  Quarters  ... 

— 

» » 

1 

1 

»  t 

Damp  Quarters  . 

— 

) » 

— 

— 

i  > 

Rat  Harbourage  . 

— 

*  * 

~ 

— 

1 » 

Defective  W.C.  Fittings  . 

— 

» i 

3 

3 

1 1 

Defective  Soil  Pipes 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

» t 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  or  Scuppers  ... 

— 

1 1 

8 

8 

» i 

Defective  Washing  Facilities  ... 

— 

>  * 

2 

2 

*  i 

Inadequate  Lighting 

— 

* » 

— 

— 

I » 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

•  * 

58 

58 

*  » 

W.C.’s  discharging  on  Quay . 

— 

•  * 

28 

28 

» t 

Miscellaneous  ... 

— 

*  i 

12 

12 

t  • 

Number  of  Inspections 

5,392 

Total  ...  . 

5,392 

— 

898 

865 

— 
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NATIONALITY  OF  SHIPS  VISITED 
YEAR  1968 


Nationality 

Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

British 

2,617 

119 

2,736 

Dutch 

■487 

8 

495 

German 

462 

8 

470 

Norwegian 

341 

8 

349 

Danish 

203 

2 

205 

Liberian 

142 

9 

151 

Russian 

142 

3 

145 

Greek 

124 

23 

147 

Spanish 

105 

10 

115 

Swedish 

91 

— 

91 

Indian 

57 

13 

70 

Irish  Republic 

56 

2 

58 

Panamanian 

42 

8 

50 

United  Arab  Republic 

37 

12 

49 

Polish 

37 

— 

37 

Japanese 

34 

1 

35 

American  ... 

33 

5 

38 

French 

31 

3 

34 

Pakistani 

27 

7 

34 

Yugoslav 

26 

— 

26 

Finnish 

25 

— 

25 

Argentine  ... 

24 

2 

26 

Turkish 

20 

2 

22 

South  African  .  . 

20 

— 

20 

Bulgarian  ... 

19 

4 

23 

Nigerian 

18 

4 

22 

Kuwaiti 

17 

1 

18 

Belgian 

15 

3 

18 

Lebanese 

13 

1 

14 

Portuguese 

13 

— 

13 

Sudanese  ... 

12 

— 

12 

Cyprian  . 

11 

6 

17 

Italian 

11 

— 

11 

Israeli  . 

10 

— 

10 

Burmese  . 

8 

2 

10 

Hungarian  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Rumanian  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Swiss 

8 

— 

8 

Chilean  . 

7 

— 

7 

Chinese 

7 

— 

7 

Iranian 

4 

— 

4 

Ghanaian  ... 

3 

1 

4 

East  German 

3 

— 

3 

Icelandic 

3 

— 

3 

Algerian 

2 

1 

3 

Canadian 

2 

— 

2 

Cuban  .  ...  . 

2 

_ 

2 

Ethiopian . 

2 

— 

2 

Kenyan 

1 

— 

1 

Somali 

1 

_ 

1 

Venezuelan... 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  .  .  . 

5,392 

268 

5,660 
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INSPECTION  OF  DOCK  PREMISES 

Rebuilding  and  modernisation  of  premises  in  the  port  area  is  still  con¬ 
tinuing  and  once  again  there  has  been  considerable  re-development  of  large 
areas  of  the  docks  and  the  adoption  of  fresh  amenities  for  dock  workers,  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  in  previous  reports. 

Work  on  the  new  dock  system  at  Seaforth  continues  and  the  new 
container  berth  at  North  Gladstone  is  now  in  use.  New  dock  sheds  have 
been  completed  during  the  year  at  North  West  Hornby  Dock,  North  East 
Harrington  Dock  and  at  the  new  container  berth.  The  new  berth  at  North 
Vittoria  Dock,  Birkenhead,  is  still  under  construction. 

The  work  of  modernising  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  building  of  wash 
places  for  dock  workers  continues  and  is  now  nearing  completion.  At  two 
of  the  new  berths  a  foot-operated  flush  to  the  w.c.’s  has  been  fitted  which 
helps  to  avoid  interference  with  pull  chains  and  flushing  cisterns. 

The  cleansing  and  servicing  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  wash  places,  which 
is  carried  out  by  a  private  servicing  company,  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

At  the  new  berth  at  North  West  Hornby  Dock  an  “  amenity  block  ” 
consisting  of  locker  rooms,  showers  and  washing  facilities  has  been  provided 
for  dock  workers  and  it  is  hoped  that  similar  “  amenity  blocks  ’’  will  in 
future  be  constructed  throughout  the  port. 


The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  dealt  with  on  dock  premises: — 


Defective  or 
Inadequate 

Description 

of 

Premises 

Lighting 

Heating 

Ventilation 

W.C. 

Accommodation 

Drainage 

Structural 

Defects 

Rat 

Harbourage 

Rat 

Infestation 

Accumulated 

Refuse 

Noxious 

Effluvia 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Verminous 

Conditions 

Damp 

Conditions 

Water 

Supply 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

Dock  Sheds  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

— 

30 

48 

50 

— 

60 

— 

— 

— 

1 

192 

Quays 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

2 

64 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

82 

Roadways 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

2 

3 

166 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

181 

Canteens 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

18 

5 

14 

7 

— 

30 

2 

— 

4 

21 

115 

Factories 

5 

5 

1 

— 

11 

Warehouses... 
San.  Con¬ 
veniences 
and  Wash- 

1 

7 

8 

places 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

— 

2 

2 

4 

84 

Airport 

1 

6 

1 

8 

Offices 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

12 

Total 

— 

— 

4 

38 

18 

51 

87 

289 

1 

166 

2 

2 

9 

26 

693 
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DOCK  CANTEENS 

During  the  year  847  separate  inspections  of  dock  canteens  were  made 
and  112  defects  noted  and  corrected. 

In  addition  466  inspections  of  tea  rooms  were  made  and  three  defects  noted 
and  corrected. 

Twenty-five  new  tea  rooms  for  dock  workers  have  been  opened  during 
1968,  and  a  new  canteen  has  been  opened  at  the  Gladstone  Container  Berth. 
A  pleasing  feature  of  the  new  canteen  is  the  provision  of  washing  and  toilet 
facilities  for  customers  at  the  entrance. 

The  building  of  four  new  canteens  is  now  in  progress,  situated  at  East 
Toxteth,  North  West  Coburg,  West  Brocklebank  arid  South  East  Hornby 
Docks. 

Two  old  type  canteens  at  Alexandra  Dock  Gate  and  South  East  Alexandra 
three  have  been  demolished. 

Conditions  in  a  number  of  the  older  canteens  have  been  improved,  by 
providing  better  lighting,  small  tables  and  chairs  in  place  of  long  tables  and 
forms  and  in  some,  stainless  steel  fittings  in  the  kitchens. 

A  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  observed. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (DOCKS,  CARRIERS,  ETC.), 
REGULATIONS,  1960 

During  the  year  122  ships  arrived  in  the  port  carrying  consignments  of 
“  open  food 

In  each  case  the  berth  was  inspected  by  a  port  health  inspector  prior  to 
discharge  and  in  no  less  than  73  cases  the  berth  required  cleaning  and/or 
the  moving  of  other  commodities,  before  the  berth  was  considered  suitable 
for  handling  this  type  of  food. 

In  two  cases  the  proposed  berths  were  found  to  be  unsuitable. 

Suitable  washing  facilities  with  liquid  soap,  hot  water  and  paper  towels 
are  provided,  and  employers  provide  protective  clothing  for  all  dock  and 
transport  workers  handling  meat. 

In  addition  to  the  conveyor  belt  system  for  handling  meat  and  dairy 
produce  at  No.  2  Alexandra  Dock,  described  in  a  previous  report,  a  new 
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type  of  mechanical  conveyor  for  meat  and  dairy  produce  has  been  con¬ 
structed  and  is  now  in  operation  in  the  shed  at  South  West  Huskisson  3 
Dock. 


SECTION  XIV 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS  1934-48 

Warning  notices  that  “  Shellfish  taken  from  the  area  of  the  Port  of  Liver¬ 
pool  are  likely  to  be  polluted  and  could  cause  serious  illness  to  those 
consuming  them  ”,  and  “  that  it  is  an  offence  for  any  shellfish  to  be  collected 
from  this  area  and  to  be  sold  for  human  consumption,  unless  the  shellfish 
have  been  subjected  to  a  process  of  sterilisation  approved  by  the  Port 
Health  Authority  ”,  are  erected  at  suitable  sites  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  approaches  to  the  shore  on  each  side  of  the  River  Mersey.  During 
the  year  these  notices  were  replaced  or  renewed  where  necessary.  No 
cases  of  food  poisoning  or  other  sickness  resulting  from  the  consumption  of 
shellfish  were  reported.  No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 

SMOKE  CONTROL 

Clean  Air  Act  1956.  The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels) 

Regulations  1958 

Careful  attention  was  paid  to  smoke  nuisances  and  when  necessary  special 
observations  were  made.  The  attention  of  the  Master  and/or  Chief  Engineer 
of  58  vessels  had  to  be  drawn  to  the  above  Regulations.  In  every  case  the 
nuisance  was  abated  and  no  proceedings  were  instituted. 


RADIOACTIVE  MATERIALS 

All  vessels  loading  or  discharging  radioactive  materials  were  visited  by  a 
port  health  inspector. 

Information  is  received  from  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  con¬ 
cerning  ships  entering  or  leaving  the  port  with  this  type  of  cargo,  giving  the 
amount  to  be  loaded  or  discharged,  transport  group,  radiation  and  type  of 
packaging. 

During  the  year  102  ships  were  visited  and  of  these  68  were  loading  and 
34  discharging  radioactive  cargo. 
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Excellent  co-operation  was  received  from  the  Radiation  Monitoring 
Service  at  all  times. 

On  3rd  April,  an  official  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  re¬ 
ported  spillage  from  a  drum  of  uranium  ore  concentrate  being  discharged 
from  the  s.s.  Clan  Maclachlan  lying  in  Alexandra  No.  3  Dock.  The  NAIR 
Procedure  1  was  adopted.  The  damaged  drum  was  removed  and  decontami¬ 
nation  carried  out  by  a  team  of  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy 
Authority,  Salwick,  Near  Preston. 

On  30th  May,  during  the  discharge  of  322  drums  of  uranium  ore  con¬ 
centrates  from  the  m.v.  Arngrun  lying  at  North  (Alexandra  3  Dock,  a 
report  was  received  from  the  police  of  damage  to  two  drums  and  some 
spillage. 

The  ship  was  visited  by  a  port  health  inspector  and  two  officials  of  the 
U.K.A.E.A.  from  Springfield. 

The  spillage  had  occurred  from  one  drum  in  No.  4  Lower  Hold  and  was 
estimated  to  be  about  20  lbs.  This  was  collected  in  plastic  bags  and  deposited 
on  the  quay,  on  paper,  together  with  the  two  drums  concerned.  The  hold 
was  cleared  of  all  further  contamination  and  all  loose  uranium  ore  removed 
to  the  U.K.A.E.A.’s  works.  The  drum  from  which  the  spillage  came,  and 
the  other  drum,  which  had  a  loose  lid,  were  both  secured  and  removed  and 
the  area  decontaminated. 

On  1st  August  during  the  discharge  of  304  drums  of  uranium  ore  con¬ 
centrates  from  the  vessel  Hartfield  lying  at  Hornby  Dock,  one  drum 
dropped  into  the  dock.  It  was  later  recovered  undamaged  and  taken  to 
Selwick  via  Preston  by  road  transport. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  the  Radiation  Monitoring  Service  was 
required  to  monitor  foodstuffs  which  had  been  stored  in  the  vicinity  of 
radioactive  materials  and,  fortunately  in  each  case,  certified  that  the  goods 
were  free  from  contamination. 

The  Shipping  Companies  concerned  were  asked  to  ensure  that  in  future 
foodstuffs  would  not  be  stowed  in  the  vicinity  of  radioactive  materials. 

SECTION  XV 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS  AND 
COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS 

Medical  Officers  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  as  medical  inspectors 
of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants  are: — 
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Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple 
Dr.  J.  B.  Meredith  Davies 
Dr.  A.  J.  Graham 
Dr.  C.  F.  W.  Fairfax 
Dr.  R.  S.  E.  Cutcliffe 

No  other  staff  are  regularly  engaged  on  this  work,  though  the  medical 
officers  may  be  assisted  by  health  visitors  from  the  City  Staff  when  necessary. 
Normally,  immigration  officers  refer  to  the  medical  officers  any  passengers 
who  they  have  reason  to  believe  may  require  examination  under  the  Aliens 
Order  or  the  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act;  a  medical  officer  is  therefore 
always  present  during  the  disembarkation  of  passengers. 

Details  of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants  during  1968: 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  alien  and  commonwealth  immigrant 


passengers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,411 

Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspectors  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  aircraft  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspectors  ...  ...  — 

Aliens 

Total  number  of  aliens  landed  in  the  port  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,694 

Number  subjected  to  detailed  examination  by  Medical  Inspectors  ...  5 

Certificates  issued  by  Medical  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Commonwealth  Immigrants 

Total  number  of  Commonwealth  Immigrants  landed  in  the  port  ...  4,321 

Number  medically  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  318 

Certificates  issued  by  Medical  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Medical  inspection  of  alien  and  Commonwealth  immigrant  passengers  is 
normally  conducted  either  in  the  ship  itself,  or,  in  relation  to  aircraft,  in  the 
examination  room  at  Liverpool  Airport. 

SECTION  XVI 
MISCELLANEOUS 

The  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities  of  the 
British  Isles 

The  69th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health 
Authorities  was  held  in  Liverpool  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  June,  1968, 
under  the  Presidency  of  Alderman  I.  I.  Levin. 
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The  Patron  to  the  Association,  The  Rt.  Hon.  The  Lord  Cohen  of  Birken¬ 
head  addressed  the  Association  for  the  first  time.  The  theme  of  the  Address 
was  the  protection  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  from  the  importation  of 
infectious  disease.  He  referred  to  the  part  played  by  the  Association  in 
securing  legislation  to  give  Port  Health  Authorities  appropriate  powers  of 
control. 

Among  the  papers  read  were  those  by: — 

R.  D.  Bradford,  Esq.,  Deputy  Docks  and  Commercial  Manager,  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  on  “  Containerisation  ”. 

G.  J.  Sweetapple,  Esq.,  Chief  Operations  Officer,  Liverpool  Airport  on 
“  Passenger  Terminals  for  the  Provincial  Airport  ”. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Meredith  Davis,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  City  and  Port 
of  Liverpool  on  “  Health  Control  and  Airport  Design  ”. 

On  Friday  14th  June,  100  delegates  boarded  the  Empress  of  Canada 
for  their  morning  meeting  and  lunch  was  provided  on  board  by  Canadian 
Pacific  Steamships  Limited. 

SPECIAL  VISITORS 

During  the  year  several  visits  were  paid  by  W.H.O.  Fellows  following 
arrangements  made  with  the  Ministry  of  Health.  They  were  given  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  day  to  day  work  of  the  Authority  with  emphasis 
on  any  aspect  with  which  they  were  particularly  concerned. 

Dr.  P.  H.  Berben  and  Mr.  H.  Heeres  from  the  Food  Control  Section  of  the 
Netherlands  Ministry  of  Health  were  here  from  11th  to  14th  June  and  were 
interested  in  the  refining  of  bulk  lard. 

Dr.  L.  Giannico  from  the  Italian  Ministry  of  Health  and  Dr.  A.  Backhaus, 
Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer,  Hamburg,  spent  16th  to  18th  September 
seeing  the  full  range  of  Port  Health  Administration. 

Mr.  Eshete  Arnha,  Director  General  of  the  Ethiopian  Ministry  of  Health  in 
Addis  Ababa  came  on  7th  November  and  spent  the  day  with  Dr.  Graham, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  on  the  subject  of  environmental  health. 

Messrs.  O.  Y.  S.  Mweta  and  H.  F.  Kilewo,  both  Senior  Health  Inspectors 
from  Tanzania,  arrived  on  2nd  December  for  two  weeks  during  which  they 
accompanied  the  Port  Health  Inspectors,  observing  the  daily  routine  of  the 
Authority. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  the  implementation  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations 
1968  together  with  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  food  carried 
in  containers,  has  presented  some  problems,  which  fortunately  have  been 
overcome  without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 

The  container  method  of  transportation  is  most  suitable  for  carrying 
goods  liable  to  contamination,  pilferage  or  damage.  Rapid  delivery  and 
clearance  of  dock  space  is  achieved  and  ships  carrying  containers  have 
a  quicker  turn  round  in  port  than  ships  carrying  similar  cargo  stowed  in  a 
traditional  manner. 

The  port  health  inspector  may,  if  he  considers  it  expedient,  having  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  container,  allow  examination  of  food  to  be  deferred  until 
it  reaches  a  specified  place  of  destination. 

The  importer  gives  the  Port  Health  Authority  an  undertaking  in  writing 
that  the  container  has  been  sealed  and  will  not  be  opened  until  it  reaches 
its  destination,  where  the  contents  can  be  inspected  by  the  receiving 
authority. 

The  receiving  authority  is  notified  by  the  most  expeditious  means 
available  (usually  by  telephone),  of  the  arrival  of  the  container,  and  a  copy 
of  the  undertaking  and  full  details  of  the  container  and  its  contents  is  sent 
by  post. 

Good  co-operation  has  been  established  with  receiving  authorities,  im¬ 
porters,  ship  owners,  agents  and  container  operators,  and  the  system  is 
now  working  well. 

It  is  expected  that,  with  the  completion  of  the  new  container  berth  now 
under  construction  at  Seaforth,  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  in 
this  type  of  traffic. 

The  new  requirements  concerning  official  certification  in  respect  of  lard 
in  bulk  which  must  now  indicate  the  position  in  the  ship  of  the  tank  in 
which  the  lard  has  been  placed,  the  quantity  of  lard  contained  in  the  tank, 
and  also  that  the  tank  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  clean  prior  to  loading, 
is  now  generally  complied  with  and  presents  no  problems. 

Due  possibly  to  the  increase  in  immigrant  population,  the  importation  of 
strange  foods  has  increased  and  included  Warian,  Dahl,  Christophines, 
edible  copra,  “tinko  meat  ”,  “  aged  eggs  ”,  etc.  Any  such  commodities  not 
complying  with  port  health  requirements  were  refused  entry. 
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GROUNDNUTS  IN  SHELL 

Twenty  consignments  of  this  commodity  comprised  of  35,912  bags  were 
imported  during  the  year. 

In  conformity  with  the  system  which  was  first  put  into  operation  during 
the  year  1964,  and  which  has  been  continued  since  then,  all  these  consign¬ 
ments  were  detained  upon  arrival  and  appropriate  numbers  of  the  bags 
were  sampled. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst,  with  the  request  that 
they  be  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  toxic  substance  known  as 
Aflatoxin. 

Only  when  the  samples  submitted  were  reported  to  contain  this  sub¬ 
stance  in  amounts  less  than  the  limit  of  tolerance,  namely  0.05  parts  per 
million,  agreed  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  October  1964,  were  the 
various  consignments  released  for  sale. 

Consignments  related  to  samples  which  were  reported  to  contain 
Aflatoxin  in  excess  of  this  criterion  were  rejected. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  details  of  this  work  in  relation  to  the 
various  countries  of  origin,  and  also  sets  out  the  manner  of  disposal  of  each 
of  the  rejected  consignments. 


Country  of  Origin 

Quantity 

Over  or  under 
tolerance  limit 

Action  Taken 

Madagascar 

1,500 

x  50-kilo  bags 

Over 

Re-exported  to  Rouen 

830 

30-kilo  bags 

Under 

Released 

830 

30-kilo  bags 

Under 

Released 

8,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

830 

30-kilo  bags 

Under 

Released 

830 

30-kilo  bags 

Under 

Released 

2,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

2,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

2,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

2,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

2,400 

28-lb.  bags 

Over 

Re-exported  to 
Rotterdam 

2,400 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

797 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

4,000 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

Sudan  ... 

100 

28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

Turkey 


1,333  56-lb.  bags 


Under 


Released 
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Country  of  Origin 

Quantity 

Over  or  under 
tolerance  limit 

Action  Taken 

India  ... 

800  28-lb.  bags 

2,000  X  28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Under 

Released 

Released 

Mexico 

462  100-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

Brazil  ... 

800  X  28-lb.  bags 

Under 

Released 

18  consignments 
—  32,012  bags 

Under 

Released 

2  consignments 
=  3,900  bags 

Over 

Rejected 

20  consignments 

35,912  bags 

Total  imports  through  Liverpool 
during  the  year  1968 

CONTAMINATED  LOOSE-COLLECTED  GROUNDNUT 

KERNELS 

During  the  course  of  the  year  21,895  lbs.  of  these  kernels,  contaminated 
as  a  result  of  their  being  spilled  from  torn  bags,  were  rejected  as  being  unfit 
for  sale  for  human  consumption,  and  were  diverted  for  use  as  animal  food. 

DESICCATED  COCONUT  FROM  CEYLON 

During  the  year  415  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be 
negative. 

In  view  of  the  good  bacteriological  standard  shown  in  this  product  over 
the  past  few  years,  it  was  decided  in  April  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
sending  quarterly  returns  to  theCeylon  Government.  They  would,  of  course, 
be  notified  of  any  positive  findings. 

In  August  the  rate  of  sampling  was  reduced  from  50  to  25  per  month. 
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CHESTNUTS 

A  consignment  of  698  x  22-lb.  bags  of  chestnuts  arrived  in  the  vessel 
Fagerborg  from  Portugal  on  20th  Decamber,  1957.  An  inspection  on  the 
quay  showed  that  a  large  number  of  the  bags  were  tainted  and  the  chestnuts 
were  mouldy.  The  consignment  was  allowed  to  go  into  warehouse  for 
further  examination.  In  view  of  the  small  amount  of  sound  nuts  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  attempt  any  sorting  and  the  full 
consignment  was,  therefore,  rejected,  although  samples  submitted  to  the 
City  Analyst  showed  no  measurable  amount  of  aflatoxin  to  be  present  and 
the  chestnuts  were  delivered  to  a  local  tip. 

MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

In  the  following  table  are  details  of  consignments  of  unsound  meat  and 
meat  products  which  arrived  during  the  year  and  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations  1937/48,  and  the  Imported 
Food  Regulations  1968. 


Country  of  Vessel  and  date  Consignment  Condition  and  Action  Taken 

Origin  of  importation 
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present  at  inspection. 


U.S.A.  ...  ...  Golden  Gate  41  cartons  frozen  beef  kidneys.  The  consignment  was  unsatisfactory  because  the  polythene 

26.8.1968.  packs  varied  in  size  and  weight  from  10-lbs  to  6-ozs.  in 

addition  both  cartons  and  packets  were  labelled  as 
“T.  Bone  Steaks",  "Leg  Steaks"  etc.,  and  appeared  to  have 


27 


=  CJ 
D  -C 


~o 

,  TD  <D 

!  c  « 


a > 


,  C  (U 

*  .2  u 
C.  *->  <S\ 


oo 


CD  O  > 
CL  CL  ^ 
=3  P  X 

1/1  °  • 
u  O 
E  cd  rn 


"O 

CD 


U  C 
CD  CD 


=  "D 

o  > 


C 
D 

o 

O  "Cl  £ 
u  a;  rd 

*1 


to 


_x  2 
u  *_* 
rd  rd 
CL  C 


rd 


C  E 

02  rd 

£  x  o 

13  CJ  p 


"D 

C 

a 


cd 
u 

L. 

cd 
c  u 

•  -  o 

O  _c 
CL  U 

oo 

c^-5 

ro 


0\-C) 

— 

rM 


:  C'A  ' 


“O  00 
c:  c 

X 
oo  00 

"I 

CD  > 

“  S 

0) 


O 
CL  Q_ 


"U  ^ 

_2  2  ^  = 
rd 


-  u  uS 
CD  cd 
>  it 

<D  rd 


<d 

c  X 

o 

w  O 
rd  w 

C  I/s 


“O  _ 

CD 

£  “d 
o 

JZ 


a> 


-  8 
C  ^ 

O  * 
w  £ 
rd 


-  c  Li 

\0  >  E 

o\  rd  rt  to 

in  c  X  “O 

V_  CD  C 

rt  o  " 

—  \0 

.2  \oo\  cd 
c  0s*  o  > 
—  T—  O  rd 
c  ^  v-  c 

< 


</>  <d 
-2| 
-O  x> 


rd 

"rd 


ZJ 

< 


TD  <D  . 
C  -c  • 
rd  w 


0  CD  C 
w  -C  0 


•  >v  a» 
2  6  ^ 


_^2  u 

=5  5 

e  2 
0  00, 
L. 

w-  CD  . 

V 

-z  ^ 

O  c 
>-  O 

>  cd 
cd  oo 

Z  vH 

O  L_ 
c 

TD  d) 
0)  CD 
CL_Q 

.“■■o' 

-C  rd 
oo  _c  ' 

a  <  . 

<d 

_o  • 
TJ  13  ' 

5  o 

PJ 

W  c 
rd  — 

E  s- 


C  rd 

S  o.E 

2-1 
o  E  x 

^  w  (D 
oo  2  rd 

_2  So. 2 

CL  L.  oo 

c  O  V* 
C  _C 

a  o  q- 

x)  Z 
c  u 
rd  ^  C 

-O  ^ 

O  O  X) 

■5^ 

rd  l  3 
2  0  0 
-O 

rd  <d 
to  — ^ 
rd  O 

$ 


*-»  rd  o 
rd  l  2 
C  rd 

E  3"g 
c  2  J 

O  CL) 

U  > 

>  0) 


£  -C 


^  —  CL 
C  -i 

o 

El  5b 


O 

<D 

<D  C 
^  rd 
(1)  oo 

1 " 
l  0 

X) 

O 

C 

(U 

-D  > 
(U 

o^ 

X  JZ 
uo  ^ 

W)  oo 
C  C 


oo  «-» 


O  OO.E  rd  2 


Q) 


xD  . 
CO 

t-  0) 

2  «>S 

z  2 

oo 

5  2 

■?  « 
rd  "O 
0) 


c  i- 
m  O-H 


-E  a; 
§' 
oi 


Z  o 

"rd 


to 


1 1 
<d  l; 
X  d» 
0)  "O 


d) 

c 

o 

_o 

c 

0) 


E 

rd  i_ 
u  O 
^  CL 
r^s 


co 

vO 

o 

T— 

.5  o 

c  T_ 


< 

cd 

D 


■i'S 

O  t-> 

o  rd 
—  00 
jO  d) 


QJ 

X) 


"O  c> 
O  oo 

e  | 

CD  — 
^  O' 

rd  00 
—  C 

o  o 

to  Q_ 

2  s 

3-8 


•  rd 
a 

XI  x> 
3  ^ 

c  x> 

CD  g 
co._ 
l.  rd 


X 

E 

rd 

C 

CD 

N 

O 


vO 

O 

m 


CO 

vO 

o 


-c 
■Cl  t_ 
"aj  T 
Q 


X3 

c 

rd 

rd 

CD 

N 

CD 

Z 


and  removed  to  Cold  Stores  for  full  examination  and 
reconditioning.  It  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  decomposition  and  5,230  lbs  of  lamb  were  rejected. 


IRREGULARITIES  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  OFFICIAL  CERTIFICATE  PROCEDURE 
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PASTEURISED  CANNED  HAM 


Most  of  these  hams,  particularly  from  Yugoslavia  and  Czechoslovakia, 
arrive  in  road/rail  containers  at  Harwich.  The  containers  are  stored  until 
their  arrival  at  London,  where  they  are  examined  by  H.M.  Customs  and 
local  public  health  inspectors.  They  are  then  brought  to  Liverpool  and  are 
stored  in  ordinary  warehouses  at  normal  temperatures,  despite  the  in¬ 
structions  on  all  tins  and  cartons  to  “  Store  under  refrigeration  ”  or  “  Keep 
in  a  cool  place 


It  should  be  remembered  that  these  hams  are  only  pasteurised.  It  would 
appear  therefore  that  the  fault  lies  with  the  importer,  who  is  being  con¬ 
stantly  urged  to  keep  these  goods  in  cold  stores,  and  not  in  ordinary  ware¬ 
houses.  One  of  the  largest  importing  firms  in  Liverpool  is  now  following 
this  advice. 

Samples  taken  from  both  sound  and  blown  tins  have  shown  heavy  con¬ 
tamination  with  bacteria  of  various  kinds  and  it  is  considered  that  these 
hams  being  stored  in  ordinary  warehouses  for  long  periods  constitute  a 
danger  to  public  health. 

The  following  were  found  unfit  for  human  food  and  rejected: — 

From  Yugoslavia  From  Czechoslovakia 

379  tins,  totalling  1,808  lbs.  81  tins,  totalling  810  lbs. 

From  Holland  From  Denmark 

532  tins,  totalling  5,463  lbs.  48  tins,  totalling  528  lbs. 


BULK  LARD 

A  total  of  285  consignments  of  bulk  lard  came  to  the  port  this  year,  as 
follows: — 


From  U.S.A. 

From  Europe 

Number  of  Ships 

11 

44 

Number  of  Consignments 

71 

214 

Tonnage 

20,239 

33,654 

The  m.v.  Annette  arrived  from  U.S.A.  in  August  with  794  tons  of 
lard  in  bulk.  The  Official  Certificate  was  incorrect  in  that  it  stated  that  the 
tanks  had  not  been  inspected  for  cleanliness  prior  to  loading,  and  it  did  not 
state  the  quantity  of  lard  in  each  tank. 
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A  letter  was  sent  to  the  American  Consulate  pointing  out  this  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  and  a  reply  was  received  stating  that 
the  Consul  would  inform  the  American  Department  of  Agriculture.  As  the 
Imported  Food  Regulations  1968  only  came  into  operation  on  1st  August 
it  was  decided  that  the  lard  should  not  be  detained  on  this  occasion. 

IMPORTED  EGG  AND  EGG  PRODUCTS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  consignments  which  contain  egg  as 


an  ingredient 

! — 

Country  of 
Origin 

Consignment 

Findings 

Action  Taken 

China 

2  consignments  dried  whole 
egg  240  cases. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

1  consignment  164  cases, 
of  egg  noodles. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

Hong  Kong 

1  consignment  110  cases, 
of  egg  noodles. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

Israel 

1  consignment  32  cases 

of  egg  confectionery 

No  salmonella 

Released 

U.S.A. 

9  consignments  575  cases 
of  dried  egg  albumen. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

1  consignment  -  50  cases 
pancake  mix. 

2  S.  Sieburg 

Rejected  and  re¬ 
turned  to  shipper. 

1  consignment  50  cases 

pancake  mix. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

5  consignments  sauces  and 
dressings  290  cases. 

No  salmonella 

Released 

New  Zealand 

5  consignments  14,500 

tins  frozen  whrla  egg 

127  samples  negative. 
Passed  alpha- 
amylase  test. 

Released 

Australia 

5  consignments  10,935 

tins  frozen  whole  egg 

113  samples  negative. 
Passed  alpha- 
amylase  test. 

Released 
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CRUSTACEA 

A  total  of  71  consignments  of  frozen  cooked  and  peeled  prawns  and 
shrimps  in  26,361  cartons  arrived  in  Liverpool  during  the  year.  In  addition 
there  were  consignments  of  305  cartons  of  crab  livers  and  50  cartons  of 
oysters. 

At  the  request  of  the  importers,  eleven  consignments  totalling  5,866 
cartons  were  allowed  to  go  forward  unexamined  to  other  authorities  who 
were  willing  to  accept  these  goods  for  sampling  in  cold  stores  in  their 
districts. 

Two  of  these  consignments  went  to  London  and  nine  to  Grimsby. 

Of  the  62  consignments  examined  in  Liverpool,  five  totalling  2,604  cartons 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  following  bacteriological  examination  of 
samples.  Two  consignments,  which  were  shown  to  be  of  a  very  poor 
bacteriological  standard  were  re-exported. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  Crustacea  imports  during  the  year. 
Unless  otherwise  stated  the  goods  are  prawns  and  shrimps: — 


auntry  of  Consignment  Condition  Action  Taken 

Origin 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES 

Canned  solid  pack  apples  from  Italy 

A  consignment  of  1,000  cartons  of  canned  solid  pack  apples  arrived  in 
the  vessel  Titov  Veles  in  March.  A  high  proportion  of  the  contents  of 
these  cans  was  found  to  be  putrefying  when  the  cans  were  opened,  although 
the  cans  were  not  in  all  instances  “  blown  Some  of  the  opened  cans 
showed  a  black  deposit  on  the  internal  surface  but  the  tinning  was  intact. 
A  sample  was  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  and  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  former  found  30  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide  but  no 
non-permitted  preservatives  or  metallic  contamination.  The  bacteriologist 
found  a  moderate  growth  of  yeasts  and  bacillus  of  the  Subtilis  type.  No 
pathogenes  were  isolated.  The  consignment  was  re-exported  to  Venice. 

Potatoes  from  Malta 

The  vessel  Colette  arrived  from  Malta  in  May  with  31,400  bags  of 
potatoes.  A  large  number  of  the  bags  were  landed  in  a  bad  condition  and 
contained  varying  amounts  of  decomposing  potatoes.  After  sorting  and 
re-bagging,  402  bags  weighing  22,512-lbs  and  7,194-lbs  of  loose  potatoes 
were  rejected  and  delivered  to  a  local  tip. 

Pears  from  Australia 

In  August  a  consignment  of  8,384  cartons  of  pears  arrived  in  the  Hauraki 
from  Australia.  Approximately  15%  of  the  consignment  was  found  to  be 
decomposing  and  1,261  cartons  were  rejected  and  delivered  to  a  local  tip. 

Grapefruit  from  Israel 

A  consignment  of  1,000  cartons  of  canned  grapefruit  arrived  in  the  vessel 
Kantara  from  Israel  in  May.  On  completion  of  discharge,  136  cartons 
were  found  to  be  stained  and  leaking.  The  clean  cartons  were  allowed  to  go 
forward  but  the  stained  cartons  were  sent  to  a  local  warehouse  for  a  full 
examination,  with  the  result  that  51  cartons  and  one  tin,  representing  5% 
of  the  consignment,  were  found  to  be  blown  and  burst  and  were  delivered 
to  a  local  tip. 

Canned  potatoes  from  Italy 

A  consignment  of  250  cartons  of  canned  potatoes  arrived  in  the  Titov 
Veles  from  Italy  in  August.  On  examination  it  was  found  that  a  large 
percentage  of  the  tins  were  blown  and  the  consignment  was  allowed  to  go 
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into  local  warehouse  for  full  examination.  It  was  found  that  26  cartons, 
approximately  10%  of  the  consignment,  were  blown  and  were  delivered 
to  a  local  tip. 

Onions  from  Malta 

I  wo  shipments  of  Maltese  onions  arrived  during  the  year.  13,319  nets 
arrived  in  the  vessel  L'evoro  and  26,753  nets  were  landed  from  the 
Slivan,  both  in  July.  Considerable  decomposition  was  found  in  both 
these  consignments.  From  the  First,  3,405  nets,  weighing  190,680  lbs,  were 
rejected,  and  from  the  second,  5,511  nets  weighing  308,616  lbs  were 
rejected,  being  approximately  25%  and  20%  of  the  respective  consignments. 
All  the  unsound  onions  were  destroyed,  some  at  a  local  tip  and  part  of  them 
burned  at  a  destructor.  The  shipper  of  these  onions,  who  flew  over  from 
Malta,  considered  that  the  decomposition  was  caused  by  the  onions  being 
gathered  too  early  with  the  result  that  the  roots  contained  too  much 
moisture,  and  a  dock  strike  in  Malta  had  delayed  shipment. 

COLOURING  MATTER  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS  1957 

During  the  year  three  consignments  of  chilli  powder  were  found  on 
examination  to  contravene  the  above  Regulations. 

The  Jalaahanya  arrived  from  India  in  April  with  100  bags  of  chilli 
powder  weighing  10,000  lbs.  A  sample  was  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst 
who  reported  that  two  non-permitted  oil  soluble  colouring  matters  were 
present.  The  consignment  was  re-exported  to  Singapore. 

A  consignment  of  22  bags  of  chilli  powder  arrived  in  the  vessel  Lefkipos 
from  Pakistan  in  April.  Analysis  of  the  sample  showed  it  to  contain  two 
non-permitted  oil  soluble  colouring  matters.  The  consignment  was  re¬ 
exported  to  Pakistan. 

The  vessel  Jalazad  landed  six  bags  of  chilli  powder  from  India  in  July. 
Samples  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  showed  the  presence  of  oil  soluble 
colouring  matter  similar  to  oil  orange  “  E  ”,  also  infestation  by  grain 
weevils  of  the  species  calandra.  The  consignment  was  rejected  and  delivered 
to  a  local  tip. 

THE  PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS  1962 

The  vessel  Peisander  arrived  from  Hong  Kong  in  March  with  a  con¬ 
signment  of  ten  cases  of  bottled  oyster  flavoured  sauce.  A  sample  submitted 


to  the  City  Analyst  showed  the  sauce  to  contain  a  small  amount  of  copper 
and  100  parts  per  million  of  zinc.  280  parts  per  million  of  an  undeclared 
preservative  were  also  found  to  be  present,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Regulations.  The  consignment  was  therefore  rejected  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  re-exported  to  Hong  Kong. 

A  consignment  of  five  cases  of  chilli  sauce  in  bottles  and  three  cases  of 
bottled  oyster  flavoured  sauce  arrived  in  the  vessel  Sarpedon  from  China  in 
May.  Both  sauces  were  found  to  contain  240  parts  per  million  of  benzoic 
acid  and  were  both  rejected  and  re-exported  to  Hong  Kong. 

In  April  the  vessel  Pyrrhus  from  Hong  Kong  arrived  with  four  cases  of 
bottled  oyster  flavoured  sauce  which  was  found  to  contain  0.06%  benzoic 
acid.  The  labels  on  the  bottles  declared  the  presence  of  0.1%  sodium 
benzoate.  In  the  same  vessel  were  ten  cases  of  bottled  soya  sauce  which 
were  found  to  contain  80  parts  per  million  of  benzoic  acid.  Both  consign¬ 
ments  were  rejected  and  re-exported  to  Hong  Kong. 

The  vessel  Colorado  Star  arrived  in  January  with  100  cartons  of  frozen 
mushrooms  from  Canada,  each  carton  containing  six  2  lb.  packets.  The 
mushrooms  were  found  to  contain  80  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide, 
in  contravention  of  the  Regulations,  and  the  consignment  was  released  for 
re-export  to  Canada. 


DAMAGED  CARGOES 

The  vessel  Vogelsand  arrived  in  April  with  28,891  cartons  of  Iranian 
sultanas  which  had  been  trans-shipped  from  Antwerp  and  then  over-stowed, 
with  the  result  that  the  juice  had  been  expressed  from  the  fruit  and  had 
soaked  into  the  cartons  making  the  cardboard  wet  and  soft.  The  second 
handling  had  caused  the  cartons  to  collapse  and  the  fruit  had  fallen  into 
heaps  on  the  quay.  Examination  showed  that  the  contents  of  1,828  cartons, 
weighing  51,184  lbs,  were  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  rejected. 
They  were  sent  to  a  local  tip. 

The  vessel  Mansoor  arrived  from  Pakistan  in  September  with  a  con¬ 
signment  consisting  of  72  bags  of  chilli  powder,  28  bags  of  mango  slices,  two 
bags  of  Methli  leaves  and  639  cartons  of  canned  shrimps.  Fire  broke  out  in 
the  holds  caused  by  spontaneous  combustion  amongst  bales  of  cotton,  and 
the  above  foodstuffs  were  flooded  with  dockwater.  Inspection  of  the  goods 
was  carried  out  with  the  following  results: —  the  chilli  powder,  being 
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packed  in  polythene  lined  bags,  was  undamaged  and  released;  the  bags  of 
mango  slices  and  methli  leaves  were  saturated  with  dock  water  and  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  rejected;  all  the  canned  shrimps 
were  blown  and  burst  due  to  the  effects  of  the  fire  and  were  badly  rusted 
and  were  therefore  rejected. 

The  vessel  Clan  MacIntyre  arrived  from  East  Africa  via  Avonmouth  in 
October  having  on  board  a  consignment  of  5,549  chests  of  tea  and  3,250 
cartons  of  canned  pineapples  pieces.  During  discharge  of  cargo  in  Avon¬ 
mouth  a  fire  occurred  in  No.  2  hold  of  the  vessel.  On  arrival  in  Liverpool  it 
was  found  that  part  of  the  consignment  of  tea  and  the  whole  of  the  consign¬ 
ment  of  pineapple  stowed  in  No.  3  hold  were  damaged  by  water. 

On  inspection,  chests  of  tea  were  found  to  be  lying  in  water  and  the 
contents  were  wet  and  some  affected  by  mould.  All  the  water-stained  chests 
were  detained  on  the  quay  and  the  consignees  notified.  Permission  was 
given  to  the  consignees  to  remove  the  damaged  tea  to  their  warehouses, 
where  they  were  subjected  to  a  thorough  survey  and  sorting  under  the 
supervision  of  the  port  health  inspector.  Permission  was  given  for  one  part 
of  the  consignment  to  go  forward  to  Manchester  to  be  dealt  with  under  the 
supervision  of  the  local  health  authority.  Of  the  remaining  tea,  333  chests 
were  wet  and  stained  and  from  these,  133  chests  containing  4,823  lbs  of 
tea  were  rejected. 

Inspection  of  the  cartons  of  pineapple  showed  that  the  only  damage  was 
the  disintegration  of  the  cardboard  cartons.  The  cans  were  undamaged 
and  were  re-packed  on  the  quay  and  released. 

IMPORTATIONS  OF  FOOD  OTHER  THAN  FOR  HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION 

437  consignments  comprising  533,891  packages  of  frozen  raw  material 
(meat  and  offal)  were  imported  during  1968,  and  were  delivered  to  approved 
processors  to  be  sterilized  prior  to  sale  as  pet  food. 

These  figures  include  1,821  packages  of  frozen  horsemeat,  and  7,176 
packages  of  frozen  whale  meat. 

None  of  the  consignments  presented  any  outstanding  difficulty  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  INFORMATION 

Information  concerning  positive  findings,  following  examination  of 
imported  food,  was  circulated  to  other  seaports  and  copies  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

Quarterly  returns  are  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  giving  full  details  of  unsound  meat  and  meat  products  and  also  of 
contraventions  of  the  Official  Certificate  procedure.  Copies  of  any  details 
relating  to  unsound  Australian  meat  or  meat  products  are  sent  to  the 
Commonwealth  Veterinary  Officer,  Australia  House,  London. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  quantities  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
either  destroyed  or  utilised  under  supervision  during  the  year  1968: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef,  Mutton,  Pork  and  Veal 

24 

14 

1 

22 

Canned  Goods 

301 

19 

1 

26 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

587 

5 

3 

16 

Cereals  ...  . 

210 

4 

1 

11 

General  (Lard,  Coconut,  Butter,  etc.) 

391 

10 

2 

5 

Total 

1,515 

14 

2 

24 

Samples  related  to  imported  food 

Submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
Apples,  canned 
Beef,  frozen  boneless 
Beef  powder  ... 

Copra,  edible... 

Crustacea,  frozen: 

Crab  livers . 

Oysters 

Prawns 

Shrimps 

Desiccated  Coconut  ... 

Egg,  dried  albumen  ... 


4 

10 

1 

1 

3 

2 

109 

21 

415 

32 
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Egg,  dried  whole  .  23 

Egg,  frozen  liquid  whole  ...  .  ...  240 

Egg  Noodles .  2 

Halva  confectionery  (containing  dried  egg  white)  ...  5 

Orange  juice,  frozen  .  2 

Pancake  Mix  (containing  dried  egg  yolks)  ...  ...  5 

Pork,  frozen  boneless  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rewdi  sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rook  Gulab .  1 

Rook  Heora .  1 

Sauces  5 

Shrimps,  canned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Submitted  to  the  City  Analyst 

Appies,  fresh  2 

Apples,  canned  .  ...  5 

Apples,  dried...  .  1 

Beef,  canned,  corned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Beef  powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cauliflower,  canned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chestnuts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chewing  gum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chilli  powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Chillies,  stuffed  (in  oil  and  brine)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chutney  .  .  ...  ...  1 

Copra, edible  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  powder,  imitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Curry  powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  dainties ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  pulp  .  3 

Groundnuts  in  shell ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Jal  Jara  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jelly  Crystals ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Loganberries,  canned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mushrooms,  frozen .  1 

Pancake  Mix .  1 

Peach  Flake  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peach  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potatoes,  canned,  chipped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potato  powder  ...  2 

Preserves,  canned  ...  5 

Red  Peppers .  1 

Rewdi  Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Rook  Gulab .  1 
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Rook  Heora  ... 
Sauces,  Chinese 
Tea 

Tomato  Puree 
Tumeric  Powder 
Wheat  Flour  . . . 


1 

34 

1 

5 

1 

1 


Samples  relating  to  investigations  following  food-poisoning  and  other  illness 
within  the  port 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Ships' drinking  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Food,  various...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Surface  swabs  (equipment) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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